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MEMORANWM FOR General Counsel 

Larry: 

The Executive Director reviewed the 
Air America paper and felt that it was not sufficiently dramatic 
to carry the message. He euggested that there are a number of 
incidents in Air America's history which could be mentioned to 
serve this purpose. He also thought the pBper did not spell out 
haw important the operation is to the national security mission. 

Additionally, we do not give a reason 
why we are presenting the paper to the 40 Committee at this 
time. W e  could ~tre13s ita importance as a m t i d  asset in 
the conduct of the war in Laos and Vietnam ht note that the 
level of activity may change with the withdrawal from Vietnam 
and tf aome form of peace is arrived at for Laos in which event 
we could come back to the 40 Committee for guidance as to the 
continuance of this as a national asaet. 

R. L. Bonaerman 
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I I Headquarters 

Please hold We for Col. White's 
personal review. 

Deputy Director for Support 

D D / S : R L a  (20 August 1970) 
Distribution: Y 3  -- 
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.A1E8MORAN13W FOR: Director of Cent4 Intclligsrrc 

SUBJECT : Alrhrnerkc 

I .  This memorOLdim rcscclmmenrh u c o m e  of action for your 
conarideration. i 

2. At the1 lcoafcrreace tn March 1970, lt wae concluded 
that it would p r o W y  be Cutviaable to seek a judgemeat on Air  America a6 
a nationd asset a8 waa done in 1955 witb the Operations Coonllaatlng 8ued 
of the National Security Council. Acconiingly, the attached brief@ jmper 
is submttted. 

3. It is recommended thst at dome appropriate t h e  the attached 
briefing pper be preaanted to the manbere of the "40 Committee" with 
8 vfew f n  seeking their endorsenae~r of the continuation of Air America 
and oesocbtd cornpealee in the s o t i d  Wrest 

R. L .  Emmerman 
Depty Director 

for Support 

Att . 

SA-DD/S/AMW/(19 Aug . 70) 
Distribution: 
Orig. - Addressee 

1 - ER 
d-  DD/S S u b j e c t r l  
1 - DD/S Chrono 
1 - OGC 

I I 



r .  - . .  
* .  

'V- 

. .  
0 0 

+-+jyy- . '. ,. . .-, , 



-' .. . .  
* .  

- 2 -  

2. Recogaitton a~ an Ax-y Air Support Asrst 

The KO- War, events in Preaeh ladochima, and the conthdng 

threat t o  the off-short ialruulr, prevented any serious consideration of 

diveacituxrr fox the m five yea-. CAT hod basca, aimxUt, cleared 

American pU#s, swfed mrlnrmnlre penemuel, and a Chinase Notionallst 

Covcrrlmaat we13 disposed to CAT being wed u 8 special plrpooe amline 

opemtians where offbial U ,S Govermtnr involvement could IUX bc openly 

acknuwledgad. Recognition of CAT u a nacenrory d r  rupport adjunct to 

our inteUigence 0 p e a t 1 0 ~  in the Far Ead c8me closely ou the betie of 

f s  acqwsitim for denial purposes 

3. gperatirm Cvordtnatiag h x t j  Action h 1955 

fa the fall of 195s' the A g w y  errmincd Its lzcdd for CAT iu the 

Operrtivnar Caordlnsting Board seeking iu judgernem on whether thc asseta 

involved were of aulilcieat value to the national defsnrre a d  security as to 
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c. Undertaking many housekeeping tasks fur the i l  .S I 

nissi+ms in h u t h a s t  Aaian cwntries, e .g .) Tactical A r: 

,-dvigation (?'ALAN) mainternme and uperatrbn; staffing and 

>prroti,n id fire fighting br,gadcs; petroleum, oil, and lubricantti 

( P i 1  ) sewicing; weather watch service; automotive maintenance 

and rquir; engineering services; find a community school at 

L d o  rn * 

Ihr: ~ K ~ I J C C ~  has been ufied in many sinall but sensitive operatima 

such as Uie testing .J€ defdiatim nhents, high altitude Vl-i? radia relay 

Zr,m i ai,rian roadwatch teams, and the secret movement 01 defeckds and 

cther persons c s f :  intelligence interest, 

hi summaryp thc prcrject pri,vicles rhe technical competence, clear4 

prsonnd, snd die equipment and facilities t t l  implement those prcig,rams 

anif &XIS involv is  arr support that die L . S .  Lovernment wishes t f t  undertake 

on Q commercial C.mtract biisis, which is, however, c:>mplcteIy subject h~ 

;.~VCXXUII ent c vnt r;iJ . 
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~ -100  (Commercial version of C-130) 
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